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N1 1447 photogr aph Douglas County Museum

Description
REMARKS:The Southern Pacific Locomotive No. 1229 with crew posed in front of the engine. Left to right: Henry

Rexford (engineer); Vernon Bentley (engineer); Iggie Dunn (yardman or switchman); Lyman Daris (yardman or
switchman); N. Whetstine (yardman or switchman); E.P. Sitton (fireman in cab). The engine is now resting in
Stewart Park, Roseburg, Oregon (1982).
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Will Stewart Park train stay in Roseburg?

STACY D. STUMBO ADVERTISEMENT
March 6, 2003 —cac

Q. Comments (0) & Print Email & Subscribe

For 45 years, it's been a rite of passage for area children to
climb inside Engine No. 1229 in Roseburg's Stewart Park,
place their tiny hands on the throttle and imagine miles of
rail as far as the eye can see.

Nostalgia played heavily into a Roseburg Parks
Commission decision not to recommend the sale of the
engine to a California museum Wednesday morning, but
it will be up to the city council to decide if it wants to take
the offer.

PRI ID[ \"I VS

Speaking before the commission, Parks Director Jim = Rcal Estate Services
Dowd said he knew many in the group had climbed T 673-1890

aboard the big black engine as children, or had brought Prudential Professionals RE
their own youngsters to the park to see a piece of history VIEW FULL AD

close up. :

Tony Azevedo, curator of the Double T Agriculture
Museum in Merced, Calif., approached the city with an
offer to purchase the landmark on Feb. 2. The museum is
creating an exhibit that would feature a steam engine and
four rail cars.

Azevedo said the museum would be willing to offer
between $5,000 and $30,000 for the engine, depending on
its appraisal.

Click to Enlarge

Roseburg landmark

. .. . Kurt Cunningham and his grandson,

Dowd said Azevedo is interested in No. 1229 because he | copy, piay Ty ey e
believes it was used to move agricultural products through | Tuesday afternoon. The train may be

Roseburg before it was retired -- though there is no ;‘:seg:r; BOyEF agREeAFof KESpIIEiD

evidence to prove or disprove this theory. ANDY BRONSON / The News-
Review

According to the book, "A Century of Southern Pacific

Locomotives," No. 1229 is one of 10 class S-11 switch engines built in 1914 and 1915 by Lima Locomotive
Works in Lima, N.Y. Used to shuttle cars between tracks in California railroad yards, the engine never hauled
passengers or freight.

According to Southern Pacific, most of the records on older engines have been discarded, so the full background
of Roseburg's No. 1229 may never be known.

A plaque affixed to one of the giant engine's side rails explains Engliie No. 1229 was given to the city in March

1958 by Southern Pacific. Casting plates welded to its giant boiler indicate that the Locomotive Superheater
Company obtained patents for the design in 1902, but there is no information about when this particular engine

http://www .newsreview.info/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20030306/NEWS/103060010&Se... 8/29/2006
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was built.

"The engine will be rebuilt cosmetically and displayed under cover," Azevedo wrote. "It is important that the
treasures of the past be preserved for future generations to enjoy."

No. 1229's power was supplied by a Superheater system, making it technically superior to older engines and
generating 25 to 30 percent more power.

Azevedo wrote that no matter what, the museum exhibif would pay tribute to the engine's past in Roseburg.

Commissioner Patrick Starnes made the motion opposing the sale, which was resoundingly supported by the rest
of the board, which added it shouldn't be sold no matter what value the museum places on it.

In spite of local interest in the engine, the risk of injury to children and liability for the city has made the
arrangement uncomfortable for years, Dowd said.

In the 45 years the engine has stood in Stewart Park, there has been only one major injury to a child playing on
the structure, which culminated in a costly settlement, he added.

Even 2-foot-tall signs that say, "CAUTION. USE AT YOUR OWN RISK. SUPERVISE ALL CHILDREN,"
can't prevent accidents from happening.

There have been a handful of modest injuries sustained by locomotive lovers over the years, and as a result the
engine has been earmarked for removal in the city's Parks Master Plan.

Commissioner Leila Heislein said she hoped the city would give the engine to the Douglas County Museum of
History & Natural History, or the Village Station, provided it pays the cost of removal.

The Village Station is a development in downtown Roseburg built around the former train depot.
"This was an active railroad community," she said. "I just think it would be a shame to take it out of town."

Dowd will investigate whether the museum or the Village Station would be interested in No. 1229.

* You can reach reporter Stacy D. Stumbo at 957-4230 or by e-mail at sstumbo@newsreview.info.

BACK %

http://www.newsreview.info/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20030306/NEWS/103060010&Se... 8/29/2006
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ROSEBURG STEWART PARK

This SP 0-6-0 is displayed in Stewart Park. Built by Lima in 1914, #1229 was
donated to Roseburg in 1958.
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Bell stolen from Stewart Park train

January 4, 2007

Q. Comments (0) & Print Email &
Subscribe

The 200-pound bell perched atop the historic train
at Stewart Park has been stolen, and police want
information on the culprits.

Maintenance crews with the Roseburg Parks
Division reported the theft of the brass bell to
police today. The theft occurred sometime either
Wednesday night or early this morning, according
to a Roseburg Police Department press release.

The train has been a fixture in the park since 1958.

“It was quite a favorite thing for children to climb
up there and ring the bell,” said Barbara Taylor,
parks program planner.

She said the bell was fully secured to the train and
it would have taken a “significant effort” to
remove it.

Though a caretaker used to stay in the mobile home nearby, Taylor said the post was eliminated about a
year ago when the parks department became a division of public works.

“I think that it may be that someone wants to sell it,” she said. “Or it may be a prank. I hope it’s
returned.”

Anyone with information about the theft should contact the police department at 673-6633 during
business hours or at 440-4471 after hours.
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| RoTARY HELPS THE N0O. 1229

- Train’s a wreck




CHRIS GRAY
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Rotary CLug To AporT STEWART PARK LOCOMOTIVE

Full steam ahead

The aninn lnnnmativeat Stewart Park in Rosebura bas heen a fixture for aenerations.

ROBIN L OZNAK/News-Review photos
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If trains could talk

- Eugene train enthusiast believes Roseburg’s Stewart Park train
and a train from a 1921 silent film are one and the same, while others beg to differ

MICHAEL SULLIVAN/News-Review photos

Roseburg. Rotary Club member Keith Van Atta is heading an effort to refurbish the locomotive in Stewart Park. Van Atta doesn’t believe
he train was the one featured in a 1921 Buster Keaton film.




INKA BAJANDAS
The News-Review

railroad tracks toward a small puff of
steam in the distance.

A silent train is charging along the tracks,

11 speed ahead. Just before it collides with
e camera, the train halts and it’s revealed that
thin, handsome man wearing suit, tie and hat
sitting on the front the engine. The view
idens as the man, silent film star Buster
eaton, gets up and walks along the front plat-
rm of the locomotive and lights a cigarette
fore hopping off and walking away.

Af this point in the black and white film,
hich debuted in 1921 and was called “The
oat,” the number plate — 1229 — on the
o1y front of the train enginie is clearly visible.

Roseburg’s Stewart Park train, a 1914 class
-11 switch engine, on which generations of
ids have played since Southern Pacific donat-
1 it to the city in 1958, has the same engine
umber. ' _

Eugene resident and train enthusiast Al
ollinger stumbled on this similarity after
smeone stole a photo he'd taken of the Stew-
it Park locometive’s number plate and posted
.on a blog about a month ago. It was one he
yok while visiting the train with his 7-year-old
on Kenyon, also a train lover. He said he
elieves that the train engine in Stewart Park is
e one featured in the silent movie.

But others aren’t convinced, including a

Fhe film starts with a view across a set of

The train in Stewart Park has the same
number as a train in a silent film.

local train enthusiast and a train expert from
the International Buster Keaton Society. The
two locomotives, they say, appear to be'too
different for the Stewart Park train to be the
one in the movie.

Atfter inding out his photo naqa been stolen
from a Web site on which he’d posted it and
was used without attribution for a blog post
discussing “The Goat,” Sollinger was
intrigued and looked up the movie online. Ini-
tially, he said, he was skeptical.

. “At first glance it might look a bit different.
It’s just been transformed,” he said.

Keith Van Atta, a local train enthusiast wh
is leading efforts made by the Rotary Club o1
Roseburg to restore the locomative, doesn’t
agree.

“I’m convinced without a shadow of a doubt
that it’s not the locomotive in the movie,” he
said.

First, Van Atta said, the train in the film
appears to be a larger road engine with a cow |
catcher that was used to travel long distances
with freight or passengers. The Stewart Park
train is a smaller yard engine that never had a
cow catcher because it didn’t travel far. Yard
engines, he said, were much slower and usual-
ly confined to shuffling cars around a rail yard.
The boilers are also oriented differently, he
said. He pointed out that in the movie they’re
at a 45-degree angle from each other and on
the Roseburg engine the boilers are close to:
being on top of each other. :

“It’s virtually impossible that would be
changed ever,” Van Atta said.

Patricia Eliot Tobias, president of the

Turn to TRAIN; page 9

International Buster Keaton
Society, came to a similar con-
clusion after she spoke with
the society’s train expert,
David B. Pearson, who runs
the silent film Web site silent-
movies.org.

“The results are inconclu-
sive, because there are too
many details that just don’t
match up, and they’re not the
types of details that might
have been replaced or changed
over time.” Tobias wrote in an
e-mail.

Van Atta said he also doesn’t
know of the Roseburg engine
ever being in Los Angeles,
where the movie was filmed.

As for the similar numbers,
Ellen Halteman, a curator at
the California State Railroad
Museum, said if the two loco-
motives weren’t both from
Southern Pacific, then they
could both have had the same
number.

Van Atta said he can see
how confusion might arise.

* ... To a lot of people, a
locomotive is a locomotive,”
he said.

But Sollinger still believes
in his silent movie find.

“There’s no doubt in my
mind ... [t’s the train,” he said.

o Vo can roach renovter
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You're Invited!

Please join us in celebrating
the recent renovation of the
Stewart Park locomotive.

Tuesday, October 26, 2010 o
Stewart Park locomotive [ /\8&
4:00 pm uoswum_

For more information call 541-492-6730




Stewart Park Train Restoration Celebration 10/26/10

Many thanks to all the individuals and groups that helped restore the Stewart Park train to its’ former
ylory. The person that spearheaded the project and kept the ball rolling on it is Keith Van Atta. Keith
was the driving force behind the project and was instrumental in every aspect throughout the course
of the project. Assisting Keith were the members of the Roseburg Rotary Club, Douglas County
Sheriff's Dept, and many other community members.

Volunteers include:

Marie Rasmussen: Purchased a new bell, that will be used to fabricate a bell for the train

Tim Johannes, Randy Boswell, Shawn Maddox: Completed metal repairs

Milo Anderson (Oregon Tool & Supply): Donated equipment and tools

Wayne Dodge (Handyman Hardware): Donated the paint

Scott Crowe and Mick Crowe (FCC Furniture): Worked on the cleaning and metal work

Ryan Beckley (Beckley Excavation): Donated welding equipment and helped with metal work
Freg Reitman (Quality Fence): Donated the security fence throughout the project

Deputy Loren Hughes (Do. County Sheriffs Dept): Brought work crews that helped scrape & paint
And members of the Roseburg Rotary Club, including:

Scott Hendy

Barrett Rainey

Jim & Penny Cole

Tom Henderson

Rick Sohn

David Soder

Gary Gries

Leonard Pritchett

The train was built in 1914 and donated to the City of Roseburg in 1958. Since it was donated to the
city more than 50 years ago, children of all ages have enjoyed countless hours climbing and exploring

on the train, and it is a much-loved feature of Stewart Park.

Thank you to Keith, and everyone else who volunteered, for making our train appealing once again.




Train Restoration Project 2009—2010




Before and After
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Removing the decayed
side for replacement.




Delivery and
installation of the
new side.
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Before & After of old and new interior wall
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Southern Pacific 1229

Built in 1914 and Donated in 1958

Returbished in 2010 by

Keith Van Atta
Roseburg Rotary Club
Do. Co. Sheriff’s Dept. Corrections Division

and generous community donors and volunteers







Stewart Park locomotive to mark 100th birthday | NRToday.com Page 1 of 1

December 8, 2014

Stewart Park locomotive to mark 100th birthday

The city of Roseburg is planning a 100th birthday party for its locomotive in Stewart Park.

An event honoring No. 1229 will be at 1 p.m. Dec. 10. City Councilor Bob Cotterell and train
enthusiast Keith Van Atta will speak. Refreshments will be provided.

The Southern Pacific Railroad engine was donated to the city in 1958 and has been an
attraction at the park since. It was built by the Lima Locomotive Co. in 1914 and spent its
working life shuttling cars in California.

Information: 541-492-6730 or visit CityofRoseburg.org.

©2005 - 2014 Swift Communications, Inc.

http://www.nrtoday.com/news/14110701-113/locomotive-park-100-birthday 12/9/2014
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Fir Grove Elementary School third-grader Dacoda Christian plalys on the bcomotive.g’riglit\efjp Stewart/Park in Roseburg

Wednesday.
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full steam ahead

Families turn out to

celebrate a century of

fun with the Stewart
Park locomotive

GARRETT ANDREWS
The News-Review

ome are capped with barbed
wire. Some are fenced off. But
in Roseburg, people young
and old are encouraged to get
up there and play around. '

A 100th birthday party was held
Wednesday in Stewart Park for
Southern Pacific No. 1229 — a dis-
used locomotive that’s part art instal-

lation, part playground and part relic *

from the past.

Several peoplé spoke during a short.
program, held in a nearby covered
pavilion due to rain. Roseburg City
Coungilor Bob Cotterell discussed
the history of the engine, which was
donated to Roseburg in 1957, after 43
years in operation.

The train was built by Lima Loco-

motive in 1914 in Lima, New York.
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Wednesday.

forged by the company.

It was used by Southern Pacific
Railroad at switchyards in California.
“It was never used as a freight lo-
comaotive, or a passenger locomotive.
It was only used in the switchyard.”

Cotterell said.

Fir Grove Elementary School third graders locate their art work that was
part of a 100-year anniversary celebration in Stewart Park in Roseburg

After delivery to Roseburg from
Oakland, California, two flatbed
trucks were used to move it to Stew-
art Park. With the engine weighing
more than 135,000 pounds (or 67.5
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tons), some local roads needed to be built
up to accommodate such a heavy load,
Cotterell said.

The engine has now been stationary at
Stewart Park seven years longer than it
was in service for Southern Pacific.

“I've been on top of that train with both
my children, who are now grown,” Cot-
terell said. “And I've been on top of that
train with my four grandchildren”

On Wednesday, the third-grade class
from nearby Fir Grove Elementary School
— about 46 students in all — walked
through the rain to attend the birthday
party. Following the program, they en-
joyed cake and cookies provided by the
city.

Kathrine Sefton, 9, called the locomo-
tive a “beautiful piece of history.”

“I've been on the train so many times,”
she said. “It’s really fun to climb.”

Kathrine said she likes to play in the en-
gine cab where the conductor sits, but has
never been up on top.

“My uncle Robert, he climbed up to the
very top one time. I was blown away —
like, how do you do that?”

Roseburg, Oregon, Thursday, December 11, 2014
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Said 9-year-old Hanna Briggs: “I like
that you can just elimb on it, and not just
look at it”

Keith Van Atta of Roseburg led an effort
in 2009-2010 to restore the train. He said
it’s important that people are able to touch
it. ;

Many historic trains like the one in
Sutherlin are fenced off to protect them.
Some experts from Portland Van Atta con-
sulted with five years ago told him Rose-
burg should invest in a fence if it wanted
to preserve No. 1229.

“We dismissed that out of hand,” Van
Atta said.

There are more than 40 Southern Pacif-
ic engines displayed in the U.S., according
to train enthusiast Bill Gruner of Rose-
burg, who was at the event.

“It hasn’t been vandalized like some of
them out there,” Gruner said. “This one’s
in darn good condition.”

The train’s bell, however, was stolen in
2007 and has never been returned.

Following Wednesday’s ceremony, Van
Atta sought to clear up a misconception.
He said the engine is not the same one si-
lent film star Buster Keaton is seen riding
on in a famous scene from the movie “The
Goat,” despite conjecture on the Internet

MICHAEL SULLIVAN/THE NEWS-REVIEW
From left, Fir Grove Elementary School
third graders Quinn Pennington-Upright,
Kathrine Sefton and Hanna Briggs look
through an album documenting the his-
tory of the locomotive in Stewart Park in
Roseburg Wednesday.

to the contrary.

“That is definitely not the same train,”
Van Atta said. “You can tell just by the way
it Jooks”

- Nine-year-old Jet Popham persistently
approached a News-Review repﬂ!’ter to
comment about the train.

Jet said he wanted to thank’“a}l the peo-
ple who helped make it a good place for
klds to play.”
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Iconic Stewart Park attraction celebrates 100th birthday
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100TH-BIRTHDAY -28543627L. HTMLITAB=VIDEO&C=Y)

The Stewart Park locomotive engine has been a part of the park since 1958.

PHOTOS (HTTP://WWW.KPIC.COM/NEWS/LOCAL/ICONIC-STEWART-PARK-ATTRACTION-CELEBRATES-100TH-BIRTHDAY-285436271. HTML? TAB=GALLERY&C=Y)

ROSEBURG, Ore. -- If you're a regular visitor to Stewart Park in Roseburg, you've seen the iconic locomotive engine, which has served as a
playground attraction since the City of Roseburg acquired it in 1958.

This month marks the engine’s 100th birthday, and the city held a celebration at the park to mark the occasion.
The engine was used to shuttle cars between tracks in California railroad yards when it was in operation.
After 43 years of service, the owner donated it to the city and it has been ever since.

"It’s really a piece of our history and without those things, without that type of locomotive, we would've never crossed the country the way
we do," said local train enthusiast Keith Van Atta.

Around 45 third graders from nearby Fir Grove Elementary School also participated in the celebration.

http://www kpic.com/news/local/Iconic-Stewart-Park-attraction-celebrates-100th-birthda...  12/12/2014 N
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www.steEamlocomorive.inlo

Southern Pacific RR No. 1229

Wheels:

Builder:

Build Date:
Construction No.:
Empty Weight:

Driver Diameter:
Tractive Effort:
Boiler Pressure:
Cylinders:

Photo Copyright © Dale Brown Click to Enlarge Fuel:
Gauge:

Location: Stewart Park Status: Display

Weight on Drivers:

Roseburg, OR
0-6-0
Lima Locomotive Works
12/1914
1496
147,900
147,900
51
29,720
190
19x26
Qil
Standard
Views: 526
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